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1. The polymorphic patterns of the (AT)x(T)v repeats
at -530 5' to the g-globin gene do not correlate
with the level of Hb F in patients with p-thalas-
semia major.
The determination of specific sequence variations
in the 5' f lanking region of the &y- and \ - g l o -
bin genes is a rel iable, time- and cost-effective
procedure fo r the determination of the major
pS haplotypes.
The C->T substitut ion at position -158 5' to
the Gy gene is the most consistent sequence vari-
at ion associated with the g$ and p-thal chro-
mosomes which are capable of conferring high
Hb F expression under the hematopoietic stress
of these diseases.
4. The possible influence of the sequence variations
in the 5' f lanking region of the Gy- and \ - g l o -
bin genes and in the LCR HS-2 on the overall
expression of the y-globin genes should be tested
in an experimental system where the conditions
of hematopoietic stress could be reproduced,
i . e . transgenic mice.
5. The s i lencing effect of the 3' HS-1 sequences
should be fu r ther evaluated through studies of
pat ients with additional deletions or mutations
wi th in th is sequence.
The improvement in DNA methodology, particularly
the PCR-related procedures, makes the determina-
t ion of various Hb variants by this technique
a method of choice when compared to the classical
protein chemistry analysis.
Gene therapy in hemoglobinopathies is hampered
mainly by the low efficiency of i n j e c t i o n , the
inability to obtain suf f ic ient ly enriched stem
cell population, and the r isks of inser t ional
mutagenesis.
8. The improvement in early survival of pat ients
with acute myocardial in farct ion treated with
streptokinase has s t i l l not been proven to be
associated with a long-term survival benef i t .
9. The determination of the frequencies of pa r t i c -
ular DNA polymorphisms should be established
in each population prior to t he i r implementation
in the forensic medical pract ice.
10. Administration of iron derivat ives in addi t ion
to erythropoietin faci l i tates the correct ion
of anemia in patients with normal and even
increased iron stores.
11. Mild mutations of the CFTR gene can be the cause
of infert i l i ty in otherwise normal male i n d i -
viduals.
12. Molecular medicine should be included as a sepa-
rate discipline in the curriculum of the Medical
Faculties.
13. The European Economic Community should recognize
The Republic of Macedonia under i t s genuine
name.
